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Abstract 

This paper “Freedom of Information Act and the challenges of 

Nigerian journalists” examines the implication of Freedom of 

Information Act 2011 and highlights the challenges facing Nigerian 

journalists in the course of carrying out their duties. The discourse 

sought to know how the practice of journalism is affected by FOIA, the 

level of freedom of the press as well as challenges journalist encounter 

even as Freedom of Information Act is in place. This paper is 

anchored on Social Responsibility Theory and the method used was 

secondary source of data from books, journals and online articles. 

Findings of the paper show that freedom of information Act affect 

journalism practice as it provides the journalists with legal backing to 

obtain information. Findings further reveal that journalists in the 

course of performing their duties meet obstacles. However, the paper 

concludes that journalists should not be deterred by the hurdles but 

make use of the legal backing by FOIA. The paper strongly 

recommends among others that the NUJ should set up an Ombudsman 

desk in their state councils to file complaints on denied access with a 

view to ensuring such cases are not only properly documented but 

diligently prosecuted. 

Key Words: Freedom of Information Act, Journalist, Press Freedom. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The freedom of information act (FOIA) 2011 was passed by the national assembly 

and assented to by President Goodluck Jonathan GCFR on the 28
th

 May 2011. Access to 

information is a fundamental objective of freedom of information act 2011. The act 

comprised of 32 sections dealing with various aspects such as rights of access to record, 

the procedure for making requests for information, circumstances under which request 

can be granted or refused, exemptions, judicial review and the attorney general’s 

oversight responsibility (Akper 2012:3).  

The Act seeks to make public records and information freely so as to engender 

transparency and accountability in government business. It is also generally believed that 

access to information as provided by the Act will promote good governance and other 

democratic values necessary for sustained development of the country.  

In a country where freedom of information Act is in operation according to 

Afolayan (2012:1), anyone can make a request for information – there are no restrictions 

on your age, nationality or where you live. You can ask for any information at all but 

some information might be withheld to protect various interests which are allowed for by 

the Act. Afolayan further states that if that is the case, the public authority must tell you 

why they have withheld such information. Bard (2011) opines that unless there is a good 

reason, the organisation must provide the information within seven (7) working days.  

Ekunno (2001) emphasizes that in a democratic world, the public is expected to 

have access to information (particularly through the media) not only on how they are 

governed but also on anything that is interested to the individual or group. This is what 
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the Act is all about. Until recently, the right to freedom of information in Nigeria has 

been overlooked. While many established democracies across the world have enacted 

freedom of information regime, Nigeria had (before now) regarded freedom of 

information as a luxury only practicable in the western world and other established 

democracies.  

Further, Ekunno states that a culture of secrecy had become entrenched in 

Nigerian government and members of the public including the media are always denied 

access to official information, which in a democracy, they should be entitled to. Posing a 

challenge to the practice of journalism in Nigeria, Ogbuokiri (2011) affirms that there are 

more exemption sections and clauses than sections that grant access to information.  

CLARIFICATION OF CONCEPTS      

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

Freedom of Information Act is a law that gives you the right to access information 

from the federal government. It is often described as the law that keeps citizens in the 

know about their government. According to Akpodiete (2012) Freedom of Information 

Act comprises laws that guarantee access to data held by the state. They established a 

“right-to-know” legal process by which request may be made for government held 

information, be received freely at minimal cost, barring standard exceptions. Freedom of 

information is also referred to as freedom to secret records of government.  

Akper (2012:3) sees Freedom of Information Act as one that seeks to make public 

records and information freely available. It is a legally guaranteed right to access 

government information and make government duty bound to publish and promote 
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openness to all her official records and duties. The FOIA gives one the right to ask any 

public sector organisaton for recorded information they have on any subject matter.  

Journalism  

This is a mirror held to life. Journalism connects people with the news and 

through the news to the larger world. It monitors the universe on our behalf (Rabiu 

2012:3). Mencher (1994) explains that journalism captures the triumphs and tragedies of 

daily life, locally, nationally and internationally. He adds that the body of journalism is 

fact but people are its very heart. They give it life, warmth and meaning. According to 

him people also shape its direction and destiny.  

According to Keghku and Edema (2012:154) journalism concerns with 

management information in the interest of the public generally, or in the interest of some 

specific audience, through writing, editing, preserving of records, distribution or 

circulation, announcing or broadcasting, and feedback responses. It is essentially about 

information sourcing, processing, preservation and dissemination. This thinking about 

journalism cuts across every field of human knowledge and discipline in society. Hence, 

there are specialized kinds of publications, news and programmes in all areas of human 

endeavour.  

Ahuja (1997) describes journalism as that part of social activity, which is 

concerned with the dissemination of news and views about society. He opines that 

modern journalism feeds five departments of mass communication – newspapers, and 

periodicals, radio, television, films and advertising. Journalism, thus, is a core 

commutation process. It helps in getting people better informed, educated, entertained, 
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mobilized and motivated at making useful decisions that could assist the individual, and 

collectively promote the good of society.  

Rudin and Ibbotson (2002:5) assert that “journalism involves the shifting and 

editing of information, comments and events into a form that is recognizably different 

from the pure form in which they first occurred. Journalism is about putting events, ideas, 

information and controversies into context. It is about selection and presentation. Above 

all, perhaps, it is about the assessment of the validity, truthfulness or representatives. 

Theoretical Framework     

In keeping with academic tradition globally, scholars often use theories and 

models in an attempt to explain social phenomenon, at least under ideal circumstances. 

This work is not an exception it is hinged on social responsibility theory.  

Social Responsibility Theory 

Robert Hutchins (the head of Hutchins commission on freedom of the press) once 

said that “freedom requires responsibility”. If the press would be free to publish anything, 

it behoves on them to be willing to accept responsibility for whatever is published 

(Marzolf 1991). 

This seminar paper focuses basically on Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

hence press freedom and agrees that freedom has a great responsibility behind it. 

Therefore the best theory that would be appropriate is social responsibility theory. The 

theory is an off-shot of Libertarian theory and was propounded by F.S. Siebert, T.B. 

Peterson and W. Schramm in 1963. 
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Historically, social responsibility theory owes its origin to the Hutchins 

commission on freedom of the press, set up in the United States of America in 1947 to 

examine the concept of the press freedom. The commission worked hard at developing 

what has become known as the social responsibility theory.  

The theory, according to Christian (2004) reflected a dissatisfaction with media 

owners and operators and the way they distributed media while also accepting the 

following principles: the press should service the political system, enlighten the public, 

safeguard the liberties of individual, service the economic system, entertain the public 

(provided that the entertainment is “good”) and maintain its own financial self-

sufficiency.  

The commission saw the social responsibility theory as being a “safeguard against 

totalitarianism” Hutchins’ main goal was to make the owners of the press responsible and 

still maintain freedom of the press. In the same light, Siebert, Peterson and Schramm 

(1963), warn that;   

The power and near monopoly position of the media imposed on 

them an obligation to be responsible, to see that all sides are fairly 

presented and that the public has enough information to decide; 

and that if the media do not take on themselves such 

responsibility it may be necessary for some other agency of the 

public to enforce it; freedom of expression under the social 

responsibility theory is not an absolute right, as under pure 

libertarian theory. One’s right to free expression must be balanced 

against the private rights of others and against vital social interest. 

The relevance of this theory on the work can be seen that it focuses on the media 

to be careful while exercising their freedom. The Nigerian journalists and the media need 

to know the assumptions of the social responsibility theory before jumping to make use 
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of the freedom of information act. McQuail (1987) as cited in Anaeto, Onobanijo and 

Osifeso (2008:57) gives the assumptions of the theory as follows:  

a. The media should accept and fulfil certain obligations to the society.  

b. That, though professional standards of informativeness, truth, accuracy, 

objectivity and balance, these obligations can be met. 

c. That, media should regulate itself within the framework of law and established 

institutions to be able to carry out its responsibilities.  

d. That whatever might lead to crime, violence, civil disorder or offence to minority 

groups should be avoided by the media.  

e. That the media should reflect its society’s plurality, giving access to various 

points of view and granting all the right to reply.  

f. Based on the principle in (a), the society has the right to expect high standard of 

performance from the media. Intervention can only be justified to secure public 

good.  

g. Accountability of the media professionals should be to the society, employers and 

the market.  

With the above principles, it is glaring that the “freedom” carries obligations and the 

Nigerian press, which now enjoy a privileged position under the new freedom of 

information act is obliged to be responsible to Nigerians in carrying out certain essential 

functions of mass communication (Afolayan, 2012:5). 

Criticism of social responsibility theory   

Critics of this theory have advanced five points which include: 
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1. The theory avoids the conflict situation during war or emergency accepting public 

opinion 

2. Media will not play monopoly because the audience and media scholars will rise 

questions if media published or broadcast anything wrongly or manipulate any 

story.  

3. Media standard will improve  

4. Media will concern all class audience rather than focus on higher classes in the 

society.  

5. Media may work autonomously but certain thing is controlled by the government 

and other public organisation.  

Objectives of the study  

1. To ascertain how the FOIA can reshape the practice of journalism in Nigeria 

2. To ascertain the level of freedom of the press in Nigeria? 

3. To ascertain the challenges of journalists under FOIA in Nigeria? 

Research questions  

1. To what extent does FOIA reshape the practice of journalism in Nigeria? 

2. What is the level of freedom of the press in Nigeria? 

3. What are the challenges of FOIA to journalists in Nigeria? 

An Overview of Freedom of Information Act in Nigeria  

With the military system of government becoming unpopular throughout the world and 

democracy becoming the order of the day, there has been increasingly acceptance of the 
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importance of human rights and in particular of freedom of expression. According to 

Afolayan (2012), for a country like Nigeria that had witnessed decades of military rule 

where press freedom was restricted, it came as a relief when the freedom of information 

bill was signed into law.   

Virtually all government information in Nigeria is classified as top secret. Longe 

Ayode of media Rights Agenda (MRA) a Lagos-based non-governmental organistion 

says, this veil of secrecy makes it difficult to get information from any state agency 

(Ayode, 2011). Plethora of laws prevents civil servants from divulging official facts and 

figures, notably the official secrets acts which makes it an offence not only for civil 

servants to give out government information but also for anyone to receive or reproduce 

such information. Further restrictions are contained in the Evidence Act, the Public 

Complaints Commission Act, the Statistics Act and the Criminal Code among others 

(Afolayan, 2012).  

Adeleke (2001) maintains that the idea behind these laws is to protect vital 

government information, but the level of secrecy is too ridiculouss that some classified 

government files contain ordinary information like newspaper cuttings which are already 

in the public domain so impenetrable the veil of secrecy that government departments 

withhold information from each other under the guise of official secrets legislation. There 

are also, instances where civil servants refuse to give the national assembly 

documentation after being asked to do so.  

The resultant effect according to Afolayan (2012:6) is that journalists are denied 

access to information that is critical for accurate reporting, and unravelling the web of 
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corruption in Nigeria. These issues motivated Edeatan Ojo along with other relevant 

Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) to initiate the bill that has become Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA). 

Historically, the freedom of information bill in Nigeria could be traced back to 

1993 during the regime of General Sani Abacha in which transparent government was not 

the order of the day. Edeatan Ojo, Head Media Rights Agenda (MRA), a young 

organisation for the defence of free expression rights, Civil Liberties Organisation 

(CLO), and the Nigerian Union of Journalists (NUJ) Lagos branch spearheaded the 

drafting of Freedom of Information Bill (FIB) (Afolayan 2012). 

The draft went through general reviews before it was presented to former 

President Olusegun Obasanjo in early June 1999, with the hope that the FIB would be 

forwarded to the National Assembly as an executive measure. President Obasanjo 

declined, advising MRA instead to do so if they wished. The bill was then submitted to 

the National Assembly in 1999, as advised by Obasanjo but the legislature’s four-year 

term passed without the bill being voted on.  

According to Ogbuokiri (2011) the bill was re-submitted after the present 

National Assembly was inaugurated a few years ago, it scaled through both the lower and 

upper chambers of the National Assembly and the harmonized version was passed by 

both chambers on May 26, 2011. It was conveyed to Goodluck Jonathan on May 27, and 

he signed it on May 28, 2011. So far only two states in Nigeria (Ekiti and Lagos states) 

have adopted freedom of information act at state level but they have extended the 

response date at state level from 7 days to 14 days.  
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Prior to signing this bill to law, access to information especially of hybrid public 

authorities was no go areas for journalists. People view some information as being secret 

with the belief that it was not meant for public consumption. Journalists or media houses 

that have at a point in time exercise their rights on issues bordering on “secret 

information” have clearly paid for it (Afolayan 2012:7). 

The newly enacted freedom of information act according to Enonche (2012):  

- Guarantees the right of access to information held by public institutions 

irrespective of the form in which it is kept and is applicable to private institutions 

where they utilize public funds, perform public functions or provide services.  

- Requires all institutions to proactively disclose basic information about their 

structure and processes and mandates them to build the capacity of their staff to 

effectively implement and comply with the provisions of the act.  

- Provide protection for whistleblowers. 

- Makes adequate provision for the information needs of illiterate and disabled 

applicants.  

- Recognises a range of legitimate exemptions and limitations to the public right to 

know, but it makes these exemptions subject to a public interest test that, in 

deserving cases may override such exemptions.  

- Creates reporting obligations on compliance with the law for all institutions 

affected by it. These reports are to be provided annually to the Federal Attorney 

General’s office, which will in turn make them available to both the National 

Assembly and the public. 
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- Requires the Federal Attorney-General to oversee the effective implementation of 

the act and report on execution of this duty to parliament annually.  

With the new law Enonche further remarks that “Nigerian finally have vital tools 

to uncover facts, fight corruption and hold officials and institutions accountable 

(Enonche,2012).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Rational Basis for the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

The freedom of information act is not just an abstract piece of legislation its ideas 

are firmly rooted in the constitution of the federal republic of Nigeria, 1999 as amended. 

The constitution provides that: 

Every person shall be entitled to freedom of expression, 

including freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart 

ideas and information without interference. 

Inherent in the freedom of expression, which has been held to be a basic human 

right, is the right to freely access information which the FOIA promotes. Akper (2012:3) 

observes that, apart from the constitutional basis of the FOIA, a plethora of international 

legal instruments to which Nigeria has ratified amply provide for the freedom of 

information. It is instructive to note that several jurisdictions have enacted their freedom 

of information requires in accordance with the dictates of their legal system and state of 

development.  

However, it would appear the United Nations Human Right Committee has 

prescribed a global standard against which all freedom of information legislation can be 

measured. The principles that states should adopt to give effect to the right of access 

according to Akper (2012:3) are as follows:  
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1. State parties should proactively put in the public domain government information 

of public interest.  

2. State parties should make every effort to ensure easy, prompt, effective and 

practical access to such information.  

3. State parties should also enact the necessary procedures, whereby one may gain 

access to information such as by means of freedom of information legislation.  

4. The procedures should provide for timely processing of requests for information 

according to clear rules that are compatible with the covenant.  

5. Fees for request for information should not be such as to constitute an 

unreasonable impediment to access to information.  

6. Authorities should provide reasons for any refusal to provide access to 

information.  

7. Arrangements should be put in place for appeals from refusal to provide access to 

information as well as in cases of failures to response to requests. 

Consequently, it is important to use the benchmarks set by the UN Human Rights 

Committee to appraise our freedom of information legislation in order to assess the extent 

to which Nigeria’s legislation conforms to the global standards.  

The Need for Press Freedom  

The general lack of agreement about what is meant by freedom of the press, and 

the fact that freedom of the press must coexist with other human rights makes one 

wonder if it is really possible to stick rigidly to what one might wish to regard as press 
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freedom. Nevertheless, most critics agree that lack of prior restraints or licensing 

constitute what can be referred to as press freedom (Pember 1999:45). 

According to Dennis and Merrill (1984:1) press freedom is so tantalisingly 

elusive and slippery that it is so hard to define. Some say it is “the right to communicate 

ideas, opinions and information through the printed word without governmental 

restraints”. Many theorists that attempt to investigate the intricacies of press freedom fail 

to come out with something really concrete or definitive, except, of course, to note that 

press freedom is not only fragile but also volatile and lacking in real stability.  

Rug (1985:7) observes that, it is really impossible to discuss press freedom 

without mentioning censorship - the act of prior restraint. This has led many critics to say 

that the opposite of censorship is intellectual freedom that is the right of all persons to 

believe what they want on any subject and to express their opinions orally or graphically, 

publically or privately, as they deem appropriate. According to Egbon (2001:7) press 

freedom involves a free flow of information and the right to disseminate the information. 

One chief rationale of freedom of the press is to create room for mass participation that 

will produce educated and well informed electorate that can influence decision making in 

public affairs.  

To Bollinger (1991) freedom of the press means the right to publish newspapers, 

magazines, and other printed materials without governmental restriction and subject only 

to the laws of libel, obscenity, sedition etc. It could also mean the right to broadcast 

through electronic media without prior restraints (Campbell, 1994). 
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Onagorua (1985) describes press freedom as the right of the press to publish 

without being subjected to intimidation, threat, molestation or blackmail. While Alabi 

(2003) opines that, press freedom simply means that the press should be allowed to 

publish without prior restraint. In this situation, press should be free to publish or 

broadcast whether it deems fit to the public without harassment. Press freedom is an 

essential ingredient of democratic culture and the higher the degree of press freedom 

allowed in any country, the better the degree of democracy its citizens enjoy as gain of 

democracy and freedom of expression.  

Challenges of FOIA to the Nigerian Journalist    

The passage of the FOIA has seriously challenged Nigeria’s journalists in 

discharging their duties as the fourth estate of the realm. It is therefore, instructive at this 

point to note that even though we crossed lots of hurdles to reach where we are, the 

journey for the attainment of full freedom of the press has not ended (Ladan 2012). While 

it is one thing to ascent the act into law, it is another to have it fully implemented. 

There are always limitations as to what can be accessed in the freedom of 

information, even in developed countries where freedom of information act has been in 

practice for long. This type of information must have been taken care of in the bill and 

they are always in few cases. In Nigeria, the case is different as the freedom of 

information act, according to Ogbuokiri (2011) contains more exemption sections and 

clauses than sections that grant access to information. This means that some mischievous 

public officers can use these sections for unjust and mischievous purposes. For instance, 

Ogbuokiri adds that only sections 1 and 3 grant access to information; but as many as ten 
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sections (sections 7, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19 and 26)  are meant to deny the public 

access to information.  

However, the omnibus proviso against denial of information that says “where the 

interest of the public would be better served by having such record being made available, 

this exemption to disclosure shall not apply” is commendable with the expectation that 

the judiciary would interpret the proviso liberally for the public good.  

Another fundamental issue that will affect the freedom of information act 

according to Afolayan (2012:10) is the act in some laws that are fully operational in 

Nigeria. For instance, we have the Official Secrets Act, Evidence Act, the Public 

Complaints Commission Act, the Statistic Act and the Criminal Code; all aimed at 

suppressing the free flow of information. All these laws may affect the effectiveness of 

the act in the long run as some mischievous public officers can use these aspects of the 

Acts for their selfish purposes.  

In view of the above, however, Ladan (2011) maintains that journalists must 

cultivate the patience, resilience and courage in seen that public officials embrace the Act 

in their dealings. This is more so as even in developed democracies it took country like 

United Kingdom five years to implement its own legislation. He further opines that 

journalists are now “given” the potent weapon to work, but the barometer to be used in 

judging their performance will be dependent upon their ability to meet their individual’s 

rights as it relates to their job. Such rights include individual’s right to know and to be 

given information that they may desire.  
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There are other challenges of complying with the freedom of information act. 

Some of these as pointed out by Afolayan (2012) include poor culture of record 

keeping/maintenance and retrieval, capacity challenge in many public institutions, 

frustrating and time consuming bureaucracy in public service as well as widespread 

corruption and high level of ignorance among the work for in public sector all posing a 

threat to effective access to information by the journalists.  

Review of Empirical Studies     

Public Awareness and Perception of Freedom of Information Act in Benue State  

In the study “Public Awareness and Perception of Freedom of Information Act in Benue 

state” Onoja (2011) examines the awareness and perception of FOIA by the people of 

Benue state. Using a survey method and semi structured interview (SSI) with a sample 

size of 425 respondents, the research found that freedom of information Act is relevant to 

the society. She maintained that:  

The Freedom of Information Act can help the media hold 

government accountable to the people by empowering journalists 

in news gathering because information is power --- and that FOIA 

can help downplay the existence of laws like Official Secret Act 

and some sections of the Criminal Code Act. 

The research further affirms that FOIA can help curb corruption through giving of 

access to government files.  

Onoja (2011:140) concludes that the media will become more responsible since 

having a role to play in the process of creating awareness. The public consider the 

freedom of information relevant to society and that a dependent relationship exists 

between the freedom of information Act and good governance because free flow of 
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information to a large extent help reduce corruption which is the basic problem of good 

governance, and because free information is the hallmark of open government.  

From the recommendation the researcher pointed out that, in addition to a 

constitutional guarantee of the right to access to public information, a freedom of 

information act should be enacted at the earliest possible opportunity, reflecting the 

principle of maximum disclosure. And that doctoring of public records before they are 

released to the person who request for them and obstruction of access to public record 

should be made a criminal offence.  

Freedom of press and freedom of information act in Nigeria    

In his study titled “Freedom of Press and Freedom of Information Law in 

Nigeria” Afolabi (2013) said that, there are legal and social problems that have continue 

to retrain the Nigeria journalists from adequate and effective news reporting using a 

survey method, questionnaires were distributed to the selected respondents within mass 

communication department of Osun State Polytechnic Iree.  

From the findings the researcher maintained that the press enjoy more freedom 

under democracy than under the past military regimes. This was owing to the fact that 

when the military relinquished power to the democratically elected government in may 

1999 the assertion of the “fourth estate of the realm” became prominent.     

The researcher concluded that in as much as the press can express itself more 

freely now as compare to the military regime, there is more to be done even as the 

freedom of information Act is in place now.  
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Afolabi further recommended that the freedom of information Act be reviewed in 

order to reduce those exemptions that posed a challenge to the effective function of the 

Nigerian journalists.  

Operational Compliance with the Freedom of Information Act: The Role and 

Challenges of the Attorney-General of the Federation.   

In this study Akper (2012) draws the attention of the public to the salient 

provisions of Freedom of Information Act, the right and duties imposed by the Act. The 

study identifies what is expected of public institutions and the role of Attorney General in 

the discharge of the obligations contained in the Act.  

The study found out that the FOIA is deeply rooted in the 1999 constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria as amended. The study making reference to the constitution 

provides that “every person shall be entitled to freedom of expression, including freedom 

to hold opinions and to receive and impart ideas and information without interference”.  

The study however, concludes that the creation of open government is a desirable 

end that must collectively pursue despite the daunting challenges. And recommend that 

all public institutions that come within the purview of the act should strive to implement 

its provisions.  
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Discussion of research questions  

Question 1: To what extent does FOIA reshape the practice of journalism in 

Nigeria? 

In view of the above, findings from Onoja (2011) in her “Public Awareness and 

Perception of FOIA in Benue State”, research maintained that the Freedom of 

Information Act can help the media hold government accountable to people by 

empowering journalists in news gathering. And that FOIA can help downplay the 

existence of laws like Official Secret Act and Criminal Code Acst etc.  

Question 2: What is the level of freedom of press in Nigeria? 

This question is also answered in the findings of Onoja (2011) that the media has 

become more responsible considering the passage of freedom of information Act. The 

public consider the freedom of information relevant to the society according to the 

findings. And that the dependent relationship that exists between the freedom of 

information act and good governance is as a result of FOIA.  

Question 3: What are the challenges of FOIA to journalists in Nigeria? 

To answer the above question, Afolabi (2013) in his study on “Freedom of Press 

and Freedom of Information Act in Nigeria” found that there are legal and social 

problems that have continued to restrain the Nigeria journalists from adequate and 

effective news reporting. To buttress this point Ogbuokiri (2011) emphasized that the 

FOIA contains more exemption sections and clauses than sections that grant access to 

information. He added that only sections 1 and 3 grant access to information, but as many 
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as ten sections (7, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 26) are meant to deny the public 

access to information.  

Conclusion    

 The foregoing discussion has revealed the variety of rights and duties imposed on 

persons and institutions. The discussion has examined the practical implications and 

extent of the right and duties contained in the act. The challenges identified in the 

enabling legislation are not meant to discourage us or create a state of helplessness, but to 

help us appreciate the demands of the new legal order.  

The success of implementation of FOIA is the co-responsibility of both the 

government and the governed. The demand-side which includes the citizens’ civil society 

and country organisations, media and the private sector must take responsibility for using 

the law as well as monitoring government efforts. The creation of open government is 

desirable and that we must collectively pursue despite the daunting challenges already 

identified.  

Recommendations   

In view of the discussion above, the following recommendations are drawn that:  

1. Public institutions that fall within the purview of FOIA should strive to implement 

its provisions.  

2. A review is carried out on the time limit for disclosing information under the Act 

from 7 to 21 days to address the practical problems inherent in the existing 

provision.  
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3. An administrative mechanism in form of an information commissioner to deal 

with complaints administratively should be put in place or considered.  

4. There is need to expressly empower the Attorney General of the Federation to 

make regulations to give effect to the act as well as ensure compliance with its 

provisions.  

5. The NUJ should set up an ombudsman desk in their state councils to file 

complaints on denied access with a view to ensuring such cases are not only 

properly documented but diligently prosecuted.  
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